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Who are we?

EEF works on behalf of over 6,000 companies in manufacturing, 

engineering and technology sectors

� Policy representation

� Regional advisers providing help

and support for members

� Central as well as bespoke 

in-house training

� Reports and guidance
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Lack of an enabling infrastructure

Definition of waste remains a barrier

The implementation of the definition remains a barrier to recycling 
and recovery of wastes

� Complex regulations 

� Associated paperwork when 
handling, storing and 
transporting waste is still seen 
(or at least is perceived) as a 
burden

� Generates confusion, 
particularly for SMEs

� Still no clear guidance!
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Difficulties accessing efficient technologies

� SMEs struggle to justify returns on 
investments with payback more than two 
years. Even more of an issue in the current 
economic climate.

� Discussions with members revealed 
limited uptake of technologies on the 
Enhanced Capital Allowance list.

� SMEs struggle to get equipment on it –
they say it is inflexible, too expensive and 
takes too long.

Limited scope to use recycled materials

Concern about unreliable quality 

and supply

Product standards too prescriptive:

rather than focus on the material, 

should there be a greater focus on the 

function the material has to perform?

…but data on material properties is 

limited in the UK making comparisons 

difficult 
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Insufficient information

Our research shows companies:

� Often don’t have environmental cost information –
skewing capital investment expenditure as benefits of  
resource efficiency are underestimated 

� Poor awareness of material flows in the economy

� Struggle to embed behaviour change in organisation 

Material security

Source: Kohmei Halada (2007),National Institute for Materials Science, Japan


